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book 
bo͝ok/ 
noun 
noun: book; plural noun: books 

1.  a written or printed work consisting of pages glued or sewn together along 
one side and bound in covers. 
"a book of selected poems" 
Synonyms: Volume, tome, publication, title;    More 

2. A bound set of blank sheets for writing or keeping records in. 
“an accounts book.” 
Synonyms: notebook, notepad, pad, memo pad, exercise book, workbook;   
More    

verb 
verb: book; 3rd person present: books; past tense: booked; past participle: 
booked; gerund or present participle: booking 

1.  reserve (accommodations, a place, etc.); buy (a ticket) in advance. 
"I have booked a table at the Swan" 
reserve, make a reservation for, prearrange, order;  More 

2.  make an official record of the name and other personal details of (a criminal 
suspect or offender). 
"the cop booked me and took me down to the station" 
 

  



is this a book? 
According to the definition above, e-
books are not books. 

Please leave your comments below. 

 
 

  



This is not a book:  

 

 
 

 
  



The word book comes from Old English "bōc", which in turn comes from the 
Germanic root "*bōk-", cognate to "beech".[3] Similarly, in Slavic languages 
(for example, Russian, Bulgarian, Macedonian) "буква" (bukva—"letter") is 
cognate with "beech". In Russian and in Serbian and Macedonian, the word 
"букварь" (bukvar') or "буквар" (bukvar) refers specifically to a primary 
school textbook that helps young children master the techniques of reading 
and writing. It is thus conjectured that the earliest Indo-European writings 
may have been carved on beech wood.[4] Similarly, the Latin word codex, 
meaning a book in the modern sense (bound and with separate leaves), 
originally meant "block of wood". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is from Wikipedia.   



A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated, or blank sheets, made of ink, 
paper, parchment, or other materials, fastened together to hinge at one 
side. A single sheet within a book is a leaf, and each side of a leaf is a 
page. A set of text-filled or illustrated pages produced in electronic format is 
known as an electronic book, or e-book. 
Books may also refer to works of literature, or a main division of such a 
work. In library and information science, a book is called a monograph, to 
distinguish it from serial periodicals such as magazines, journals or 
newspapers. The body of all written works including books is literature. In 
novels and sometimes other types of books (for example, biographies), a 
book may be divided into several large sections, also called books (Book 1, 
Book 2, Book 3, and so on). An avid reader of books is a bibliophile or 
colloquially, bookworm. 
A shop where books are bought and sold is a bookshop or bookstore. 
Books can also be borrowed from libraries. Google has estimated that as of 
2010, approximately 130,000,000 unique titles had been published.[1] In 
some wealthier nations, printed books are giving way to the usage of 
electronic or e-books.[2] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is from Wikipedia too.  
 



 
 
  



I cant make a book without other books.  
I cant make a book without ideas from other books.  
I cant make a book without images from other books.  
I cant make a book without words from other books.  
I cant make a book without letters from other books.  
I cant make a book without the internet.  
 
 
 

Is this a book? 
 
 
  



What Is a Book? 
Not just a bag of words, but a thing held by human hands. 

 
BookTraces.org 

1.   1.7k!786 
1 .    A L E X I S  C .  M A D R I G A L  M A Y  7 ,  2 0 1 4  
BookTraces is a new project to track down the human markings 
in 19th-century books that, in the era of digitization, will (at 
best) end up in deep storage throughout the nation's library 
system.  



The books are "a massive, distributed archive of the history of 
reading, hidden in plain sight in the circulating collections," the 
site argues. "Marginalia, inscriptions, photos, original 
manuscripts, letters, drawings, and many other unique pieces of 
historical data can be found in individual copies... Each book 
has to be opened and examined." 

While the implications of this research are large for librarians 
(more on that anon), for the lay person, there is a fascinating 
question at the heart of this project to find and preserve unique 
copies of old texts: 

What is a book? 

In the Kindle era, it seems pretty obvious. There is an implicit 
argument in the act of digitizing a book and removing it from 
the shelf: a book is its text. A book is a unique string of words, 
as good as its bits.  

 
 
 
 

CAN TRANSPORTATION WORK 
BETTER? 

 YES 
 

 YES 
 



SEE HOW XEROX IS HELPING MILLIONS 
OF DRIVERS GET HOME SOONER. 
WORK CAN WORK BETTER 

SEE HOW 
#WorkingBetter 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
But printed books are also objects, manufactured objects, owned 
objects, objects that have been marked by pencils and time and 
coffee cups and the oils from our skin. "A book is more than a 
bag of words," the project's founder, University of Virginia's 
Andrew Stauffer, told me. "These books as objects have a lot to 
tell us." 

Like what?  

Each book-object has two primary categories of stories to tell. 
The first concerns the history of the book's own reception. What 
annotations did people make on the text? What do their 



aftermarket markings tell us about how the book was read? How 
was it understood? 

"In certain ways, a project like RapGenius is the modern day 
equivalent of what BookTraces might discover for the 19th 
century," Stauffer said. 

When I interviewed him earlier this year, RapGenius' Ilan 
Zechory told me that he considers annotated-texts to be the way 
that documents should be experienced now. Instead of the fixity 
and narrowness we associate with print, the RapGenius vision is 
one in which all texts are surrounded by the ideas and people 
who inspired and commented on the work. The text is like a 
field of clover and the annotations are like bees, pollinating.  

BookTraces, if it were widely deployed, could show that 
RapGenius has a textual precursor: the marks in books capture 
some of the ecosystem of ideas that surround all texts exchanged 
between people. 



 
 
From booktraces.org. 
Stauffer gives a poignant example. A woman named Ellen 
received a book by the sentimental poet Felicia Hemans. Years 
later, her seven-year-old daughter died, and she adapted lines 
from Hemans to create a memorial inside the book. Mary, Mary, 
Mary.  
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Moved by this, Stauffer looked at another edition of Hemans in 
the UVA library and found a similar tribute to a lost child. "This 



really tells us something about how people were using Hemans 
and this book to refract their own grief," he said. 

But there's a second kind of story that the books can tell, too: the 
history of reading in the 19th century.  

Each book-object contains pages of paper, which might have 
been prized—at any given moment—more as scrap paper for 
making a laundry list or doing longhand math than for its 
literary value. At the beginning of the century, Stauffer 
explained, paper was pretty expensive, as processes for turning 
wood pulp into clean sheets had not been developed. "The whole 
19th-century is the story of paper getting cheaper," he said. "It's 
a little like digital access, the way bandwidth is getting better. 
There was just more and more paper available." 

"In the early days [of the century], people are using whatever 
scrap they can because it is hard to come by," he continued. "But 
by the mid-19th century, I'm not sure we know what people 
thought about books. They had to think that it was cheap enough 
they could write on it, but it wasn't so cheap that it was like 
writing on a magazine or the New York Times." 

The growth of digital bandwidth means that it will fall to our 
moment—this early 21st century—to decide the long-term 
future of this print record. We are unlikely to lose the books as 
bags of words. But we might very well lose them as objects.  

 

CAN WORK WORK BETTER? 



 YES 
 

 YES 
 

SEE THE UNEXPECTED WAYS XEROX IS 
IMPROVING HOW BUSINESS WORKS. 
WORK CAN WORK BETTER 

SEE HOW 
#WorkingBetter 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
That's because libraries are in a tough spot. Few people check 
out 19th-century books. The volumes are weird looking to a 
modern reader, and their typesets seem designed to cause 
eyestrain. So, librarians—being aware of this unpopularity, as 
well as their own never-very-big budgets—might decide that 
they should either put these books in deep storage or get rid of 
them altogether, after scanning their innards.1  



It might only cost a couple bucks to keep a book on a shelf for a 
year, but there are billions of books in the national library 
system. It adds up. 

And the (well-intentioned and welcome) drive to provide access 
to these texts through Google Books and the Hathi Trust Digital 
Library has eliminated the need for even people who are 
interested in these things to actually look at the physical object.  

So this is it, Stauffer wants us to know. These next few years 
will determine not if we preserve the history of print culture, but 
how. 

The objects contain "all the social structures, language, 
technology provenance, all the pathways it traveled from the 
moment it came off the press to the moment it came into your 
hands," he said. "Who knows if there are ways we can 
illuminate those backwards paths?" 

Trying to do so is why BookTraces exists. The project is a 
rallying cry to get people across the nation to start pulling 19th-
century books off the shelves and looking in them for the traces 
of our human ancestors.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
This project is interesting outside the library world right 
now precisely because, as Stauffer put it, "We're post-book," he 
said. "The book itself is weirdly alienated. We look back and we 
think, 'What did people think this book was?'" 

As someone who has written one—watched it form like the 
shapeshifting robot in Terminator 2 into this material object—
but also as someone who does most of his book reading in the 
iPhone Kindle app, I know this feeling of alienation. What the 
hell is a book these days? 

Many of the things that used to define a book—fixity, 
objecthood, a publisher, retail distribution—all the stuff that 
used to give weight to the statement, "I'm writing a book," are 



being called into question by digital distribution, self-publishing, 
and the general mutability of electronic media. 

It's like what happened on the web when people stopped calling 
written text an essay or post or story and started classing 
everything "a piece," categorizing it into the great space of the 
non-genre as another small bag of words. 

So that was how I found myself pushing a stroller into the main 
stacks at Berkeley's library yesterday, reaching down onto a low 
shelf for a tiny book, which contained Felicia Hemans' poems. 

 
 



What I noticed first was the pages. They were stiff, difficult to 
flip, almost like a pack of cards fresh out of the package. Not 
fragile, like you might imagine, but tough, rugged pages.  

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The next thing I noticed was the discoloration of the paper. 



Yellow splotches decorated most of the pages, but it didn't look 
to me as if a liquid had fallen on them. They were age spots, I 
guess, perhaps legible to an expert in the chemistry of decay.  

Page by page, I searched for even a curious underlining. But 
there was nothing to see beyond the text, at least with human 
eyes.  

I remembered another library of sorts at Berkeley. This one is in 
the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology. There, they keep racks of 
animal specimens of all sorts, awaiting future scientists. A 
strange memory: a tour guide opening a cabinet, pulling out a 
tray, and there are a couple dozen chipmunks, preserved. 
Another: standing in the pelt room among racks on racks of 
furs.  

 
 
Chipmunks at the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology (Wired) 
The point of that archive is that the physical object will always 



contain the potential to generate more information than any 
digitization. When many of the pelts and chipmunks were first 
preserved, we didn't know DNA existed and hadn't deployed a 
variety of environmental contaminants. Now, scientists can use 
them to do in-depth analysis of the animals that once wore these 
skins.  

And maybe there is an analogy between the chipmunks and the 
book-objects. "The whole idea of what a copy of a book is needs 
to be troubled," Stauffer said. "If you got 40 copies of the same 
Longfellow book, each one would be different from all other 
ones." They don't just keep one chipmunk. 

But Stauffer isn't utopian about his project, or arguing that all 40 
Longfellow volumes need to be maintained. He understands the 
constraints and incentives librarians face.  

"It's a little like biodiversity: What degree of diversity can we 
afford to maintain?" he asked. 
  



“a book has a beginning, middle, and end.” 
 
This is the middle. (ish) 
 
  



CAITLIN WHITE 
6 hours ago BOOKS 

Looking at Hillary Clinton's bookshelf, the 
presidential candidate has said you can find books 
by writers ranging from Alice Munro, Barbara 
Kingsolver, Pablo Neruda, to Maya Angelou. But 
when asked to play favorites by a questioner during 
her tour of New Hampshire, Hillary Clinton said her 
favorite book is Fyodor Dostoyevsky's The Brothers 
Karamazov— a 19th century Russian philosophical 
novel that hits on the big questions of morality, faith, 
and free will. And considering the book's presence in 
an ongoing cultural debate, particularly surrounding 
Russian president Vladimir Putin, it's certainly a 
timely book to call-out. 

 



Dostoyevsky's monumental novel centers on Fyodor 
Pavlovich Karamazov and his relationships with his 
wildly different sons, who were all raised apart from 
each other due to their father's indifference when 
they were born. Using this frame story, Dostoyevsky 
meditates on the modernizing of Russia and the 
ethical considerations that surround it, including 
faith versus reason, God, and doubt. One of the most 
influential sections of the book centers on the 
parable of the Grand Inquisitor, in which Jesus 
returns from the dead during the Inquisition, is 
arrested, and questioned by The Grand Inquisitor 
about his role in the church. 

Clinton has spoken before about this particular 
section of The Brothers Karamazov and what it 
taught her about "the dangers of certitude." "For a 
lot of reasons, that was an important part of my 
thinking," Clinton told the New Yorker. "One of the 
greatest threats we face is from people who believe 
they are absolutely, certainly right about 
everything." 

Follow 

 



Andrea Mitchell 
✔ 
@mitchellreports 
. @HillaryClinton tells NH questioner favorite book is Dostoevsky 
"Brothers Karamazov" (tell Putin!)  #HillaryTODAY 
7:52 AM - 5 Oct 2015 
2.   17 17 Retweets  20 20 favorites 
It's also this Grand Inquisitor section that might be 
most applicable to the current political climate in 
Russia. David Ignatius of The Washington Post 
referred to Putin as "Russia's Grand Inquisitor" back 
in 2009: 

Human beings would happily trade their freedom for 
food and security, Dostoyevsky wrote in the novel's 
famous chapter, "The Grand Inquisitor." In place of 
this anarchic freedom, the Inquisitor offered the 
people "miracle, mystery and authority. And 
mankind rejoiced that they were once more led like 
sheep, and that at last such a terrible gift, which had 
brought them so much suffering, had been taken 
from their hearts." 
There's a palpable sense here that Putin has brought 
"miracle, mystery and authority" to a Russia that 
was severely traumatized by the collapse of the 
Soviet Union in the 1990s. The country is certainly 
less free than it was under Boris Yeltsin, but Putin is 



immensely popular — and nobody wants to return to 
the crazy, freewheeling time of transition. 
Clinton has name-dropped The Brothers Karamazov 
before, saying it made a "lasting impression" on her 
as a young woman, but with her presidential 
campaign now in full swing, you have to wonder 
what mentioning this philosophical work has to say 
about her thoughts on Russia today. Hillary: 
hawkish even in her taste in books? Or trying to send 
a message that she will be wary of the dangers of 
certitude? 

 
However you interpret it, one thing's clear: these 
choices are never accidents. Clinton could have gone 
with a more "relatable" book pick, that's for sure. 
Instead, she sends a message by picking this serious 
work: SNL skits aside, she is a serious leader, ready 
to take on the world's most serious job. 
 
<div class="player-unavailable"><h1 class="message">An error occurred.</h1><div 
class="submessage"><a href="http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Jh2n5ki0KE" 
target="_blank">Try watching this video on www.youtube.com</a>, or enable JavaScript if it is 
disabled in your browser.</div></div> 
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15.  
16.   War Room: Prayer Is a Powerful Weapon 

[Book] $8.67 from 2 stores by Chris Fabry · Tyndale House Publishers 
· Ebook · 416 pages · ISBN 1496407326  Juggling motherhood and her 
job as a real-estate agent, Elizabeth Jordan wishes her husband could 
help more around the house. But Tony's rising ...    

 

2.  
3.   Orange Is the New Black: My Year in a Women's Prison 

[Book] $9.99 from 2 stores by Piper Kerman · Random House 
Publishing Group · Ebook · 298 pages · ISBN 0385530269  NOW A 
NETFLIX ORIGINAL SERIES • #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER With 
a career, a boyfriend, and a loving family, Piper Kerman barely resembles 
the ...    

  



1.  6.   Act Like a Lady, Think Like a Man, 
Expanded Edition: What Men Really Think About 
Love, Relationships, Intimacy, and Commitment 
[Book] $9.99 from 3 stores by Steve Harvey · HarperCollins · Ebook 
· 288 pages · ISBN 0062353896  Act Like a Lady, Think Like a Man, 
Expanded Edition by Steve Harvey has descriptive copy which is not yet 
available from the Publisher.    

   

1.  8.   Black Mass: Whitey Bulger, the 
FBI, and a Devil's Deal [Book] $9.11 from 2 stores by Dick 
Lehr, Gerard O'Neill · PublicAffairs · Ebook · 448 pages · ISBN 
161039643X  John Connolly and James "Whitey" Bulger grew up together 
on the tough streets of South Boston. Decades later in the mid-1970s, they 
met again. By ...    

    



1.  10.   Shopkins: Welcome to 
Shopville $3.22 from Google Play by Jenne Simon · Scholastic 
Incorporated · Ebook · 24 pages · ISBN 0545878977  Meet Shopkins(TM) 
-- the newest collectable craze! Welcome to Shopville! This adorable 
storybook introduces fans to the wonderful world of ...    

     

1.  12.   Waterfire Saga, Book One: Deep 
Blue: A Mermaids Novel [Book] $7.99 from 3 stores by 
Jennifer Donnelly · Disney Press · Ebook · 352 pages · ISBN 
1484701852  Deep in the ocean, in a world not so different from our own, 
live the merpeople. Their communities are spread throughout the oceans, 
seas, and ...    

      



1.  14.   Shopkins: The Ultimate Collector's 
Guide $4.99 from Google Play by Jenne Simon, Scholastic, 
· Scholastic Incorporated · Ebook · 64 pages · ISBN 0545839491  Meet 
Shopkins(TM) -- the newest collectable craze! Now available in ebook! 
Shopkins(TM) are the hottest new collectible toy! Each fun figurine ...    

       

1.  16.   Adobe Photoshop Lightroom 
CC (2015 Release) / Lightroom 6 Classroom in a 
Book [Book] $27.49 from 4 stores by John Evans, Katrin Straub 
· Pearson Education · Ebook · 408 pages · ISBN 0133924882  Serious 
digital photographers, amateur or pro, who seek the fastest, easiest, most 
comprehensive way to learn Adobe Photoshop Lightroom CC ...    

        



1.  18.   You Are a Badass: How to Stop 
Doubting Your Greatness and Start Living an 
Awesome Life [Book] $8.59 from 4 stores by Jen Sincero 
· Running Press · Book · 257 pages · ISBN 0762448318  Bestselling 
author, speaker and world-traveling success coach, Jen Sincero, cuts 
through the din of the self-help genre with her own verbal meat ...    

         

1.  20.   Selp-Helf [Book] $11.99 from 2 
stores by Miranda Sings · Gallery Books · Ebook · 240 pages · ISBN 
1501117971  In this decidedly unhelpful, candid, hilarious “how-to” guide, 
YouTube personality Miranda Sings offers life lessons and tutorials with 
her ...    

          



1.  22.   Sex at Dawn $7.99 from Google Play by 
Christopher Ryan, Cacilda Jetha · HarperCollins · Ebook · 432 pages 
· ISBN 0062207946  Since Darwin's day, we've been told that sexual 
monogamy comes naturally to our species. Mainstream science—as well 
as religious and cultural ...    

           

1.  24.   SAS Survival Handbook, Third 
Edition: The Ultimate Guide to Surviving Anywhere 
[Book] $13.99 from 4 stores by John 'Lofty' Wiseman · HarperCollins 
· Ebook · 672 pages · ISBN 0062386719  The ultimate guide to surviving 
anywhereUpdated to reflect the latest in survival knowledge and 
technology, and covering new topics such as urban ...    

            



1.  26.   13 Hours: The Inside Account of 
What Really Happened In Benghazi [Book] $11.99 from 
3 stores by Mitchell Zuckoff with the Annex Security Team, · Grand Central 
Publishing · Ebook · 352 pages · ISBN 1455582298  The harrowing, true 
account from the brave men on the ground who fought back during the 
Battle of Benghazi.13 HOURS presents, for the first time ...    

             

1.  28.   90 Minutes in Heaven: A True 
Story of Death and Life [Book] $8.54 from 4 stores by Don 
Piper, Cecil Murphey · Baker Publishing Group · Ebook · 256 pages 
· ISBN 1493400177  The mega bestselling book that started the heaven 
publishing phenomenon is now a major motion picture starring Hayden 
Christensen and Kate ...    

              



1.  30.   Weight Watchers New Complete 
Cookbook, Fifth Edition: Over 500 Delicious Recipes 
for the Healthy Cook's Kitchen [Book] $14.99 from 3 
stores by Weight Watchers · Houghton Mifflin Harcourt · Ebook · 464 
pages · ISBN 0544343506  The newest and fully revised edition of one of 
America’s best-selling cookbooks showcases delicious recipes for people 
who love to eat while ...    

               

1.  32.   Fervent: A Woman's Battle 
Plan to Serious, Specific, and Strategic Prayer 
[Book] $7.99 from 2 stores by Priscilla Shirer · B&H Publishing Group 
· Ebook · 208 pages · ISBN 1433688859  You have an enemy . . . and 
he’s dead set on destroying all you hold dear and keeping you from 
experiencing abundant life in Christ. What’s more ...    

                



1.  34.   What I Love About You 
Little Gift Book $10.00 from 2 stores  218 product reviews Sweet 
and personal, this small hardcover book spells out exactly what you love 
about a special someone. Complete each page's fill-in-the-blank ...    

                 

1.  36.   Sapiens: A Brief History of 
Humankind [Book] $14.99 from 4 stores by Yuval Noah Harari 
· HarperCollins · Ebook · 464 pages · ISBN 0062316109  New York Times 
BestsellerFrom a renowned historian comes a groundbreaking narrative of 
humanity’s creation and evolution—a #1 international ...    

                  



1.  38.   Boundaries: When To Say Yes, 
How to Say No [Book] $9.99 from 2 stores  1 product review by 
Henry Cloud · Zondervan · Ebook · 304 pages · ISBN 
031029603X  Having clear boundaries is essential to a healthy, balanced 
lifestyle. A boundary is a personal property line that marks those things for 
which we ...    

                   

 40.   Medical Assistant Practice Exam 
Kit $29.95 from Tests.com Ace the Medical Assistant Exam (CMA, RMA or 
NCMA) using this full-length practice exam with answers fully explained for ideal 
study. It is ... 
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Did you just read a book? 


